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Inside this issue: 

Do you know what a “Charge 

Conference” is? Have you ever 

been to a “Charge Conference”? 

 

My guess would be that many of 

you reading this would answer 

yes to the first question, but there 

would be a relatively small group 

answering yes to the second. On 

October 3rd  everyone gets a 

chance to experience this United 

Methodist annual tradition. 

 

In The Book of Discipline, The 

United Methodist’s book of rules 

and organization, it states: 
 

Within the pastoral charge the 

basic unit in the connectional  

system of the United Methodist 

Church is the charge conference. 
The charge Conference shall 

therefore be organized from the 

church in every pastoral charge 

as set forth in the Constitution. It 

shall meet annually for the pur-

pose set forth in paragraph 247. 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE            BY REV. DAVID HUSELTINE 

In paragraph 247 we find these 

instructions: 

 

The primary responsibilities of 

the charge conference in the   

annual meeting shall be to review 

and evaluate the total mission 

and ministry of the church,      

receive reports, and adopt objec-

tives and goals recommended by 

the church council that are in 

keeping with the objectives of the 

United Methodist Church. 

 

In a sense the church conference 

is our yearly business meeting. 

Just like other business meetings, 

it is an opportunity to see where 

we have been and where we are 



 

 

Pizza with the Pastor 
New Member Orientation 

 

Those wishing to join the church are invited to meet with Pastor David on 
Sunday, October 17th at 6:30pm.  This will be an opportunity to learn 
more about the Church and the significance of membership in the church.  
If you have any questions, see David.  These membership orientations will 

be offered three times a year.  The 2011 dates will be posted later. 

headed. These meetings can be long 

and tedious or engaging and energiz-

ing. It is my intention to have our 

church conference reflect the later 

rather than the former. 

 

As I mentioned our church conference 

will take place on October 3rd. Rather 

than having the meeting after church 

or in the afternoon, our church confer-

ence will take place during the wor-

ship service. It might seem odd to mix 

business with worship, but our busi-

ness is worship. This will be a great 

opportunity for our whole church to 

rejoice in what we have been doing 

and get excited about what’s ahead. 

 

If you have been thinking about invit-

ing someone to church, this would be 

a great day to invite them. Not only 

do they get to experience a truly 

Methodist thing, they get to see and 

hear about the ministries of Berkley 

First United Methodist Church.  

 

If that is not reason enough to be 

there, the STAGE youth will be shar-

ing with us words and images of this 

past summer. To top it all off October 

3rd is World Communion Sunday.  

What a great day to come to church! I 

encourage you to make every effort to 

be with us this Sunday. 

 

    David David David David     

CHARGE CONFERENCE        Continued from  pg 1  
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“THE MOUSE” UMW NEWS  Ellen Sutherland 
              

Our Unit meeting was 
held on Thursday, Sep-

tember 9, at 6:30 pm and our guest 
speaker was Rev. David Huseltine.  
He acquainted us with his favorite 
mission project, Eastside Ministries, 
which falls under the umbrella of Cass 
Community Services.  Thanks for 

coming, David! 

 

During the meeting, the topic of circle 
reorganization was discussed.  We 
have a couple of circles with small 
attendance and it may be more mean-
ingful if some of the circles could be 
combined or realigned.  This will be 
discussed among the circles and 
brought back to the next Executive 

Committee Meeting. 

 

The 2010 Annual Detroit East District 
UMW meeting will be held on Satur-
day, October 2, at Utica Methodist 
Church.  Ingathering donations will be 
given to agencies in Macomb, Wayne 
and Oakland to help those who find 
themselves on the streets.  Thank you 
for helping make this a successful 

project. 

Are you a knitter?  Preemie hats and 
blankets are knit by UMW members 
and then donated to Children’s Hospi-
tal through Church Women United.  
Please see Colleen Evans for patterns 

or more information. 

 

MARK THE DATE: 
 

UMW Annual Meeting &  
Celebration at Utica UMC 
Saturday, October 2, 8:30am 

 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Sunday, October 10, 10:45 am 

 

Unit Meeting (Pledge Service) 
Thursday, October 14, 6:30 pm 

         (note time change!) 

 

Rotary Pancake Breakfast  

Saturday, November 6 

 

Interfaith Breakfast  

Wednesday, December 8 

 



 

 

FOOD FOR LIFE SHELF 
 

Have you brought any canned food lately 

for the Food for Life shelf?   
 

Hunger is not seasonal, but year-round—
and not just  in third world countries, but 
right in our own     backyard.  Please help 
this local mission feed the hungry.      
Everyday this need grows.  The shelf is  
located in the Narthex and is “open for 

business.” 
 

St. John’s food distribution program 
called Open Hands is open on Mondays 
and Saturdays. All recipients are           
registered and must prove Oakland 
County residency. Last year over 10,000 

people were fed from this site.  
 

Questions regarding the Open Hands   

program and or the Food for Life shelf 
can be directed to Mary Alice Stucky or 

Pat Reeves. 
 

SUGGESTED DONATIONS FOR  
OCTOBER:  Fruit Juice (canned, plas-
tic or boxed—make sure it’s 100% juice) 
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6TH ANNUAL  

SILENT AUCTION AND 
FOOD FAIR 

benefiting  

Lake Huron Retreat Center  

 

Friday, October 15, 6-9pm 

Lexington United Methodist Church 

 

“A TASTE OF THE 
SOUTH” 
 
 

Enjoy Chicken Fried 

Steak, Pulled Pork 

Sandwiches, Chicken 

Gumbo Soup, Bubba Gump Shrimp, 

Gourmet Cheese and Crackers, Bis-

cuits and Honey, Mississippi Mud 

Pie, Georgia Pecan Pie and More! 

Over 100 auction items including: 

gift baskets, hand crafted items, Red 

Wings and Piston tickets, quilt, fur-

niture and more! 
 

Also featuring live entertainment. 
 

Tickets are $20 and can be pur-

chased from the Lake Huron Retreat 

Center office at 810-327-6272. 



 

 

YOUNG AT 
HEARTS 
 

 

October 18, 2010 
 

Beverly Hills Young at Hearts have 

invited us to their gathering.  It will be 

at 11:30am.  We will car pool from the 

church parking lot.  We are asked to 

bring a sandwich, they will provide 

soup, dessert and beverage.  There is a 

$3.00 suggested offering to cover the 

cost.   

 

Please call Carol Hardt for reserva-

tions.  If you call me, that will elimi-

nate the committee having to call you.  

So please plan on attending.  I’m sorry 

that this falls on a Rotary Monday, but 

this is the day they have their sched-

uled meetings.  We need to let them 

know how many are coming. 
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October 27, 2010 
 

We will be enjoying a 

“Fall Color Trip”, 

lunch will be at the 

“Union Station” a 

restaurant in Clarkston.  This restau-

rant formerly housed a church, now 

they serve the best Macaroni & 

Cheese in Michigan and maybe the 

world.   

 

After we have stuffed ourselves we 

will be taking a tour of Clarkson 

United Methodist—one of the United 

Methodists’ larger churches.  Senior 

Pastor Rick Dake will be our tour 

guide.  We will be leaving the church 

parking lot at 10:15am as our lunch-

eon reservations are for 11:00am.   

 

Remember the colors will be beautiful, 

so let’s have a good turn out.  Please 

call Carol Hardt for reservations, and 

again if you don’t call me, the com-

mittee will be calling you.   

  
 
 



 

 

WOMEN’S ADVENT RETREAT 

December 3-4, 2010 
Lake Huron Retreat Center 

“The Reason for the Season”  

Do you ever get caught up in the 

shopping, decorating, and general 

“busyness” of Christmas? This retreat 

is designed for women of all ages to 

gather together away from the secular 

world and renew their focus on the 

Advent/Christmas season.  

 

We will gather together Friday     

evening to relax, snack, have devo-

tions and discuss this season of 

preparation. Saturday will include 

times for study, relaxation, a simple 

craft, meals (that you don’t have to 

cook!), and will end with worship in 

the afternoon.  

 

Come join us and return home ready 

to keep “Christ” in your Christmas 

season! $85 includes lodging (double 

occupancy), materials, 3 meals and 

snacks. Call 810-327-6272 for regis-

tration information. 
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PRESENTATION OF STUDENT 
BIBLES 
 

Bibles will be presented to all 
children 2nd grade and older who have not 
received a Bible on Sunday, October 10th. 
If your child has not  received a Bible and 

wishes to, please contact Chris Schulte at: 

Discipleship@berkley1stumc.org or  

248-399-3698. 



 

 

IMPORTANT OCTOBER DATES TO REMEMBER 

1—More than a Movie Night-Pinnochio  7:00pm 

      UMW Annual Meeting & Celebration  8:30am 
3—World Communion Sunday 

      Staff Parish Meeting  8:45am 

      Annual Church Conference  9:30am 

      S.T.A.G.E. Mini-Golf Fundraiser  4:00pm 

6—MOM’s Club  9:30am 

10—Newsletter Deadline 

        UMW Executive Meeting  10:45am 

14—UMW Unit Meeting  7:00pm 

15—A Taste of the South at Lexington UMC  6:00pm 

        S.O.C.H. Fundraiser at First Congregational  8:00pm 

17—”Song and Spirit” at LaSalette  4:00pm 

          S.T.A.G.E. 2 Mission Trip Meeting  6:30pm 

18—Young at Hearts go to Beverly Hills UMC 11:30am 

        Faith Circle  7:30pm 

        Finance Committee 7:30pm 

19—Friendship Circle  12:00pm 

20—Mary Margaret Circle  10:00am 

25—S.O.C.H. Fundraiser at Comedy Castle  

        Ministry Team  7:28pm 

27—Young at Hearts “Fall Color Tour”  11:30am 

30—S.T.A.G.E. Halloween Party 
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October 10 

For November issue 

 

STAGE 2 DROP-IN 
LUNCH 
Wednesdays at 12:35pm 
 

STAGE 1 
Sundays at 4:30pm 

(no meeting 10/31) 
 

CAST DINNER PARTY 
Sundays at 6:00pm 

(no meeting 10/31) 
 

STAGE 2 
Sundays at 6:30pm 

(no meeting 10/31) 

 

Choir 
Wednesdays at 7:00pm 



 

 

Song and Spirit 
 

One People, One Spirit, One 
World 

 

 

Sunday, October 17 at 4:00pm 
 

Our Lady of La Salette Church 
 

 

Two friends and Musicians—Brother 

Al Mascia, OFM and Maggid Steve 

Klaper, promote a simple message; that by living in peace with one an-

other and joining together to do God’s will, we recognize our shared 

hopes, dreams and challenges. 

 

Come out on the 17th and hear a Franciscan Minstrel and a Jewish Trou-

badour use stories and music to teach a message of peace.  There is no 

admission fee, though a free will offering will be accepted. 

 

BERKLEY CLERGY PRESENTS...   



 

 

Spread the Laughs V 
 

Monday, October 25 at 6:00pm 
 

At Comedy Castle in Royal Oak 
 

If you would like an evening of good food and good laughs, come to the 

Comedy Castle of Royal Oak on October 25th.  The South Oakland Citi-

zens of the Homeless (S.O.C.H.) is sponsoring this evening of fun.  For 

$30 you get a delicious meal and an outstanding comedy show.  You can 

purchase tickets through the church office or call Mary Johnston at 248-

399-0935. 

 

With winter almost here S.O.C.H. needs to build up its reserves so as to 

be able to care for the ever increasing homeless population in Southern 

Oakland County. 

 

...If comedy is not your thing, how about music? 

 

In Concert: 
Matt Watroba & Robert Jones 

 
Friday, October 15 at 8:00pm 

First Congregational Church in Royal Oak 
 

This event is also a benefit for S.O.C.H.  Suggested donations for adults 

is $15.   
 

The First Congregational Church is located at 1314 Northwood Blvd. in 

Royal Oak. 
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HINENI      BY GEORGE JONTÉ 

Last Sunday was absolutely 

glorious.  Our sanctuary 

was filled with music from 

the choir once again as they 

offered the special music 

and helped in leading con-

gregation singing. 

 

As I began to write this arti-

cle for the newsletter, I 

started reflecting on the text of the an-

them which was title, “Lord, Here Am 

I” – one of the phrases in that wonder-

ful text is “Ready and willing to take up 

the cross…”. 

 

As most of you know, I also play the 

Jewish High Holidays of Rosh Hasha-

nah and Yom Kippur at Temple 

Emanu-El in Oak Park.  This is some-

thing I have done for many years – I 

played those services for 13 years in 

Houston at Temple Beth Israel and, be-

fore, joining Temple Emanu-El, I 

played those services for three years at 

Temple Beth El both in Bloomfield 

Hills and in Midland.  It has become a 

highlight of my fall because it allows 

me to go back to my ancestral 

roots as we visit the stories of 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, 

Rachel, Rebekkah, and Leah. 

 

As I was reflecting on the text 

of last Sunday’s anthem, I also 

recalled the Torah portion 

(scripture) from Rosh Hashanah 

morning.  The one word that 

sticks out in my mind from that portion 

is “hineni”.  Hineni in Hebrew means – 

“Here I am”.  How prophetic that pas-

sage of scripture at a service several 

miles from our church and the text of 

Sunday’s anthem are so much alike. 

 

We are in the throes of preparation for 

our yearly Charge Conference.  District 

Superintendent, Rev. Duane Miller will 

be here to lead the conference on Sun-

day morning, October 3.  Various lead-

ers and committee chairs are beginning 

to call people to ask if they will fill 

slots on those committees and, in some 

cases, even chair a committee or event. 

 

It is my fervent hope that our commit-



 

 

JESUS AND 
ME (JAM) 
CHILDREN'S 
CHOIR 
 

Attention kids! Are you inter-
ested in singing during the ser-
vice? Practice will take place 
each week after church for about 
15 minutes and you will sing 
during the church service peri-

odically! 

tee chairs will not have to make so 

many phone calls.  How can we make 

that happen? – by stepping up and say-

ing “hineni” – here I am” – not just to 

worship but to worship and serve.  

“Hineni – here I am to be a Sunday 

morning greeter.”  “Hineni – here I am 

to be an usher.”  “Hineni – here I am to 

be a lay reader.”  “Hineni – hear I am to 

serve on whatever committee for which 

I am needed.” The list continues from 

there.  And last but not least: “Hineni – 

here I am to sing in the choir” or 

“Hineni – here I am to sing the cantata 

at Christmas.  I can’t commit to the en-

tire year, but I can commit one hour 

every Wednesday night for 10 weeks to 

sing the Christmas cantata.” 

 

An exciting year is before us.  “Hineni – 

here I am”.  It may mean stepping out 

of our comfort zone but may this be so 

for Berkley First United Methodist 

Church. 

 

Peace and prayers, 

 

George 

HINENI... Continued from  pg 13  
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MORE THAN A MOVIE 
NIGHT 
 
Feature Presentation: 

Pinnochio 
 

Join us in the youth room –    
Friday, October 1st at 7:00pm 
for fun activities, a great movie 
and popcorn. Please sign up on 
the bulletin board at the top of 
the stairs so we can prepare for 

you! 



 

 

BUDGET REPORT IN BRIEF 
  by Doug Carvell, Treasurer 
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DO YOU NEED A 
RIDE? 
 

The following  people have agreed to 
help you get to and from church. Just 
give them a call and you’ll be on your 

way! 

Bill and Sherry Descamps  

Mike and Chris Schulte 

This is a snapshot of our 
annual budget as of 

08/31/2010. 

YTD Income                        $92,494 
YTD Expenses                   $113,377 
YTD Deficit                       -$20,883 
 
Through August we have paid 21% of 
our annual Apportionment obligation.  
This amounts to paying $6,820 towards 
our obligation of $32,882.  
                                                      
If you have any questions or would like 
any additional information regarding our 
budget or Apportionment status please 

contact Doug Carvell.  

MOMS CLUB OF 
BERKLEY 
 

The MOMS Club of 

Berkley meets in our church on a regu-

lar basis. They are a group of women 

from Berkley and the surrounding com-

munities offering support for mothers 

who choose to stay at home to raise 

their children. Their goal is to help chil-

dren in the community and to perform 

service projects throughout the year to 

assist needy children.   

 

hey meet the first Wednesday of each 

month at 9:30am in our nursery. Stay-

at-home moms and their children are 

welcome to attend. 

CONGRATULATIONS to  

Nancy Sydanmaa and  

Bob Sutherland on being 

honored by South Oakland 

Shelter (SOS) as   Shining Star Volun-

teers.   

 

They were two of 25 volunteers hon-

ored for their hard work and dedication 

to SOS over the years. 
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5—Philip Cohen 

6—Carol Olson 

      Wayne Bridgland 

7—Paul Thompson 

8—Michael Mahrle 

9—Alrina Pryor 

10—Marcomb Dillard 

        Jessica Adamic 

15—Kyle Brown 

17—Lottie Morrison 

        Lowell Sydanmaa 

13—Larry & Ann Brown 

17—Bill & Pat Barr 

20—Paul & Nancy Thompson 

        Kirk & Jill Hanna 

29—Bill & Aggie Teets 

20—Dorothy Crozier 

21—RoseAnn Nicolai 

        Michael Stucky 

22—Kathy Longan 

24—Adam Johnson 

25—Grace Cole 

26—Amy Fuller 

29—Evan Earley 

        Kathie Addison 

31—Robert Johnson   

        Lauren Koch 

Fran Caverly 

5701 Foxcroft Dr. 

Amarilla, TX  79109 

806-318-3741 

PLEASE NOTE  

CORRECTED STREET NUMBER 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

9:30am  Worship Service and Sunday School  

                For Pre-school through High School 

                Nursery provided for infants and toddlers 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web! 

www.berkley1stumc.org 

2820 W. Twelve Mile Road 
PO Box 721155 
Berkley, MI  48072 

Berkley F i rs t  Uni ted 
Methodis t  Church  

Phone: 248-399-3698 
Fax: 248-399-1939 

 


