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Inside this issue: 

Several years ago I attended a    
Conference at the Ginghamsburg 
United Methodist Church in Tipp City 
Ohio. Lead by Michael Slaughter, this 
is a vital growing church just north of 
Dayton. Besides learning about lead-
ership and church growth I learned of 
the organizational structure of the 
church. The 3,000 member church is 
lead by a Board of only 12. This 
board handles all the administrative 
duties including trustees, finance and 
staff parish. 

 

Since that conference I have thought 
about trying to bring this concept to 
my church. As I began thinking about 
this year’s church conference and the 
nominating process, I finally decided 
to move on my desire. I made a call 
to Ginghamsburg, found out how they 
do it, and then talked to our Ministry 
Team. 

 

A Motion was made at our Church 
Conference on November 17  to 
adopt this Leadership Board Struc-

LEADERSHIP BOARD  BY REV. DAVID HUSELTINE 

ture. The goal is the stream line the 
administrative work of the church. 
Let 12 trusted members deal with 
building, personnel and financial 
issues. Hopefully this would free up 
others to be involved in ministry and 
mission. 

 

Besides the administration, the 
Board helps lead the congregation 
towards its vision. As Karen Smith, 
Executive Director of Missional    
Operations at Ginghamsburg, puts 
it: “The board should be students of 
the future – investing in the vision of 
the “promised land” – and then    

Continued on page 2 
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Dec 9—STAGE 2 Lock-in 
From 7pm-10am at Cana 
$5 

Sleeping optional!  Stay up making Christ-
mas cookies for the big STAGE fundraiser, 
sharing white elephant gifts—plus this year 
we’re even having Christmas breakfast!   

 

Dec 11—Caroling with 
STAGE 1 & 2 
6:15pm starting at GPC 

Share some joy with shut-ins and 
neighbors this Christmas season!  All mid-
dle and high schoolers are welcome, but 
please RSVP so we can arrange the ap-
propriate transportation.  Drivers may be 
needed! 

 

Dec 11—BFUMC Cookie Sale 
Mark your calendars for our fun 
and festive annual Christmas 
cookie sale!  We need LOTS of 

cookies to support our STAGE Youth Min-
istry. We also need lots of small, medium 
and large empty coffee cans for the sale. 

 

Beautiful luminaries made by 
the STAGE youth will again light 
our way as we remember the 
true “light of the world” on 
Christmas Eve.  Order yours by 

Dec 18 in memory or honor of a loved one.  
Suggested donation is $5.  All proceeds go 
to support STAGE Youth Ministry. 

ensuring any barriers are removed that 
might prevent the church from reaching 
that   future. 

 

Copies of the description of the Leadership 
Board are in the office. The goal is to have 
this Board up and running by February 
2012. This is a new thing. It will take some 
time to live into this structure. If tweaking 
needs to be done, we can do that next 
year. 

 

I believe this Leadership Board will be a 
good thing for our church. I and other lead-
ers of the church will have to be intentional 
about making sure communication hap-
pens within the church.  If you have any 
questions about how things will work, or 
who will be responsible for what, ask me.  

 

With anything new there will be some   
uneasiness. Give it a chance. I believe this 
can be an efficient and effective way to 
govern our church. 

 

David 

LEADERSHIP...    (continued from pg 1) 
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MORE  
BAD GIRLS OF 

THE BIBLE! 
 

Book Study—Tuesdays at 7:00pm  
Beginning January 10 

 

Sign up by Dec 18 
For more info see UMW article on next page! 

THE SE OAKLAND UMC  
COOPERATIVE PRESENTS: 

The First Annual Co-Op Advent Study 

“The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem” 
A DVD study by Rev. Adam Hamilton 

2 study sessions available: 
 

MONDAY EVENINGS: 
Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, & 19 

at FUMC Ferndale 

22331 Woodward Ave 

7:30-8:30pm 
co-led by Rev. Rony Veska (FUMC Ferndale) 

and Rev. Carte Cortelyou (St. John’s, Birming-
ham Embury, & Waterford Trinity UMCs) 

Please join us for Music & Anticipation at 
6:00pm followed by a fellowship meal prior to 

the Advent Study 
 

THURSDAY MORNINGS: 
Dec 1, 8, 15, & 22 
at Clawson UMC  

205 N. Main 

10:00-11:00am  
led by Rev. Peggy Garrigues (Clawson UMC) 

Combined Service  
At Beverly Hills UMC 

10:00am 

COMMUNITY BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
At Cana Lutheran 

December 11 
3:00pm 



 

 

It’s hard to believe another 
year is drawing to a close.  
Our unit has seen some 

struggles and is working to adapt to a 
smaller membership but still be effec-
tive.  We have started a new ministry 
(Prayer Shawls), conducted a UMW 
Sunday service, collaborated with the 
Sunday School on a Children’s Sab-
bath, continued to support Rotary … 
the list of our good works could go on.  
We look forward to 2012 as a reorgan-
ized unit with two circles and fewer 
meetings.  But, like all good women, 
we will survive! 

 

A big thank you goes out to the crew 
that cleaned up the kitchen after the 
Rotary Pancake Breakfast on Novem-
ber 5.  Thanks to Joe McGee, Jane 
Carvell, Jeri Jackson, Cris Graham and 
Bertha Johnides … you’re the best! 

 

We will be kicking off the Christmas  
season with our unit meeting on De-
cember 8.  The potluck supper will be-
gin at 6:30 pm and the program at 7:00 
pm.  We are still working to get our 
guest speaker confirmed but she will 
be from Common Ground/Sanctuary or 
Haven.  For  dessert, we will be featur-

ing a cookie sampling.  Everyone who 
is   attending is asked to bring, in addi-
tion to their potluck contribution, some 
cookies.  It doesn’t have to be a full 
batch but enough to sample and a few 
extra. Any cookies left over will be 
given to our guest speaker to take back 
to her program for the girls and women.  
We will be inviting Beverly Hills UMW 
to this meeting. You don’t have to be a 
member of UMW to attend; everyone, 
including the men, is invited to join us.  
It promises to be a festive and inspiring 
evening. 

 

In January, UMW will be sponsoring a 
book study on More Bad Girls of the 
Bible.  The book focuses on fourteen 
Biblical women from the Hebrew Bible 
and New Testament, including Hagar, 
Miriam, Bathsheba, Martha and Mary, 
the Samaritan woman at the well and 
Mary Magdalene.  As we explore the 
stories of our faith, we will look at our 
own motives, assumptions and identity.  
The class is scheduled to be on Tues-
day evenings at 7:00 pm beginning 
January 10.  UMW will provide the 
books at no cost to participants.  
Please sign up on the sheet by the 
front door or let Ellen Sutherland know 
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FOOD FOR LIFE SHELF 
(AKA OPEN HANDS PANTRY) 

 

Have you brought any canned food lately for the 
Food for Life shelf?   
 

Hunger is not seasonal, but year-round—and 
not just  in third world countries, but right in our 
own  backyard.  Please help this local mission 
feed the hungry. Everyday this need grows.  
The shelf is  located in the Narthex and is “open 
for business.” 
 

St. John’s food distribution program called Open 
Hands is open on Mondays and Saturdays. All 
recipients are registered and must prove     
Oakland County residency. Last year over 
10,000 people were fed from this site.  
 

Questions regarding the Open Hands program 
and or the Food for Life shelf can be directed 
to Mary Alice Stucky or Pat Reeves. 
 

SUGGESTED DONATIONS FOR DECMEBER:    
CANNED VEGETABLES (INCLUDING TOMATOES AND 
TOMATO SAUCE) 

 

by December 18 if you will be attend-
ing the class so we can get books  
ordered. 

  

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is at work.  
We have given a few shawls to mem-
bers of our congregation or families to 
provide comfort during time of stress 
and transition.  If you knit or crochet 
and want to be part of this ministry, 
your work would be very much appre-
ciated.  If you don’t knit or crochet but 
want to be part of it, yarn is always 
accepted!  You don’t have to be a 
member of UMW to be part of our  
mission work. 

 

All woman of the church are invited to 
attend any of our meetings.  The day 
circle meets the third Wednesday of 
every month at 10:30 am at the church 
(no meeting in December).  Watch 
your bulletin and this space in the 
monthly newsletter for other meetings, 
including the evening circle and unit. 

 
Upcoming Dates: 

December 8  Unit Meeting 
 

January - February Book Study: 
Bad Girls of the Bible 

UMW NEWS...  



 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER 
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DECEMBER 10  

3—Caroling at the Créche  4:30pm 

      Berkley Holiday Lights Parade  5:30pm 

4—Second Sunday of Advent 

      UMW Executive Meeting  10:45am 

      Lay Leadership Nominations Meeting  4:00pm 

      STAGE 1  4:30pm 

      Cast Dinner Party  6:00pm 

      STAGE 2  6:30pm 

7—MOM’s Club  9:30am 

8—UMW Unit Meeting  6:30pm 

9—MOM’s Club Holiday Party  

     STAGE 2 Lock-in at Cana 7:00pm 

10—Newsletter Deadline 

11—Third Sunday of Advent 

        STAGE Cookie Sale after service 

        Community Blue Christmas Service at Cana  3:00pm 

        STAGE Caroling  6:15pm (meet at GPC) 

12—Finance  7:00pm 

13—Ministry Team  7:28pm 

17—Final Cantata Rehearsal 10:00am 

18—Christmas Cantata / Fourth Sunday of Advent 

24—Christmas Eve Family Service at BFUMC  5:00pm 

        Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at BHUMC 10:00pm 

25—Combined Christmas Day Service at BFUMC  10:00am 

        Serving Scott Center Breakfast 

Dec 26—Jan 2—OFFICE CLOSED  

 

 

STAGE 2 DROP-IN LUNCH  
Wednesdays at 12:35pm  

(not on 12/28) 
 

 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesdays at 7:15pm 

(not on 12/28) 
 

CO-OP ADVENT STUDY 
FUMC Ferndale 
Mondays at 7:00pm   
(12/5,12/12,12/19 only) 
 

Clawson UMC 
Thursdays at 10:00am 
(12/1,12/8,12/15, 12/22 only) 



 

 

BUDGET REPORT IN BRIEF 
  by Doug Carvell, Treasurer 
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DO YOU NEED A 
RIDE? 
 

The following  people have agreed to help 
you get to and from church. Just give 
them a call and you’ll be on your way! 

Bill and Sherry Descamps  

Mike and Chris Schulte 

This is a snapshot of our   
annual budget as of 
10/31/2011. 

YTD Income                        $106,635 
YTD Expenses                    $129,943 
YTD Deficit                          -$23,308 
 

Through October we have paid 15% of our    
annual Apportionment obligation. This 
amounts to paying $4,249 towards our     
obligation of $28,907.  
                                                      
If you have any questions or would like any 
additional information regarding our budget 
or Apportionment status please contact 
Doug Carvell.  

MOMS CLUB OF 
BERKLEY 

 

The MOMS Club of Berkley meets in our 

church on a regular basis. They are a group 

of women from Berkley and the surrounding 

communities offering support for mothers 

who choose to stay at home to raise their 

children. Their goal is to help children in the 

community and to perform service projects 

throughout the year to assist needy chil-

dren.   

 

They meet the first Wednesday of each 

month at 9:30am in our nursery. Stay-at-

home moms and their children are welcome 

to attend. 

We will be hosting the  

South Oakland Shelter  

January 22-29 
Mark your calendars! 
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BERKLEY FIRST OUTREACH  JANE CARVELL  

Berkley First:  A community of 
faith that loves God and values 
all people. 
 
Our new mission statement.  How 
do we live that out?  People that 
have faith in and love God demonstrate that 
by following God’s  command to “love your 
neighbor as yourself”. 
 

Last month we demonstrated that love   
toward our neighbors in Haiti as we sup-
ported Barb Hardt’s effort to raise funds for 
educational scholarships, building supplies, 
food, clothing and dental health.  Nearly 
$1200 was given while generous donors 
enjoyed a wonderful spaghetti dinner. 
 

A delivery of food was made to the St. 
John’s food pantry last Saturday to help 
feed the hungry in our own community.  
Their social hall was filled with people wait-
ing for this assistance. 
 

Our congregation may be small, but the 
altar steps were filled with bags of groceries 
to be delivered to Baldwin Center in Pontiac 
so that families in need would also have a 
bountiful Thanksgiving dinner. 
 

The Berkley Coat Closet is up and running.  
Thanks to our compassionate members, 
our inventory of coats and boots is pretty 
complete.  No Berkley student need be 
without adequate winter gear this season.  

Families are referred by Berkley 
schools staff, but if you know of 
someone who is in need of a coat, 
please contact the church office.  
Thanks to Joe McGee for building 
racks to hang and organize our 

inventory and to Nancy and Jen Butka for 
serving as liaisons to the schools. 
 

Our pastor, David, is now serving on the 
board of South Oakland Citizens for the 
Homeless (SOCH).  He will keep us       
informed of the needs of this vital organiza-
tion and how we can help. 
 

As I write this, we are working with the 
Berkley schools to identify a few families 
that we can help have a joy-filled Christ-
mas.  As soon as we have the information, 
we will post wish-lists to help you shop.  
You won’t even have to wrap! 
 

We are all about choice here at Berkley 
First.   If you don’t know by now, Christmas 
lands on a Sunday this year.  Pastor’s    
always love it when that happens…    
Choice #1:  sleep in a little and bring your 
family to a cozy Christmas morning service 
at 10:00 at Berkley 1st.   Coffee and pas-
tries will be available as you come in.   
Choice #2:  Go with Kevin and crew to offer 
Christmas breakfast to our brothers and 
sisters in the Cass Community.  We will let 
you know how to sign up as Christmas ap-
proaches. 



 

 

Page 10 VOLUME 20  ISSUE 10 

3—Michael Schulte 

4—Marion Barrett 

     Rebecca Schulte 

5—Chris Schulte 

6—Robert Evans 

8—Shannon Schulte 

9—Jennifer Barber 

11—Jeri Jackson 

14—Carol Hardt 

15—Trevor Sydanmaa 

16—Brendan Tomaszewski 

19—Lottie Spencer 

25—Susan Sydanmaa 

26—Richard Moehr 

28—Carole Deaton 

       Nate Kangas 

31—Lena McIntyre 

      Jacob Adamic 

4—John & RoseAnn Nicolai 

 

I want to thank everyone who 
came to the Haiti Fundraiser 
and for all of your very generous    
donations.  Your donations will 
help make a difference to the    
people of Haiti.  I appreciate 
your generosity.   

 

Thank You, 

Barbara 
Hardt 

One of our adopted 
families is in great 
need of furniture.  
Right now they have 
an empty living room 
and no kitchen table 
and chairs to eat 
their meals.  The 3 
year old and the 16 
year old do not have 
their own beds.  If 
you have any gently 
used furniture look-

ing for a home, please contact Jen 
Butka (jenbutka@gmail.com).  The 
family has suggested a couch, chairs, 
a kitchen table, twin bed with mat-
tress, and a toddler bed with mattress. 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

9:30am  Worship Service and Sunday School  

                For Pre-school through High School 

                Nursery provided for infants and toddlers 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web! 

www.berkley1stumc.org 

2820 W. Twelve Mile Road 
PO Box 721155 
Berkley, MI  48072 

Berkley F i rs t  Uni ted 
Methodis t  Church  

Phone: 248-399-3698 
Fax: 248-399-1939 

Place label here 


