
 

 

2011 
O
p
e
n
 H

e
a
rt
s
, 
O
p
e
n
 M

in
d
s
, 
O
p
e
n
 D

o
o
rs
. 

Volume 20 Issue 1 

T
he

 M
es

se
ng

er
 

B
E
R
K
L
E
Y
 
F
I
R
S
T
 
U
N
I
T
E
D
 
M

E
T
H
O
D
I
S
T
 

UMW News 3 

Missions 4-5 

Important Dates 6 

Young at Hearts 8 

  

Celebrations 9 

Classes 7 

Inside this issue: 

That message is one I like to put on the 
changeable church sign outside the 
church. 
 

The point is short and clear. Are you 
going to change anything about yourself 
this year? For any change to happen, no 
matter how big or how small, there has to 
be a beginning. Since it’s the beginning 
of a new year, January 1st tends to be a 
good starting point. 
 

Before you even begin, I believe there 
needs to be a reason for the change. 
Why are we doing this? How does this 
change in lifestyle relate to our overall 
goals? Do we have a plan for our life? 
Do we have vision for where we would 
like to be in the future? 
 

Those are good questions for individuals 
as well as for organizations. As a church 
we should have a vision for our future 
and a plan to get us there. Rather than 
reacting to events, it would be better if 
we were proactive in our decision mak-
ing. 
 

To help us set some goals, we are hav-
ing a church planning day on Saturday, 
January 8th at the Birmingham Confer-
ence Center. This center is connected to 

NEW DAY, NEW YEAR, NEW YOU?    BY REV. DAVID HUSELTINE 

Birmingham Groves High School at 13 
Mile Road and Evergreen. We will 
gather at 8:30 for a light breakfast and 
be finished by 12:30. 
 

“Rethink Church” is the name of a move-
ment within the United Methodist 
Church. The goal is to have local 
churches take a look at what they are 
doing and maybe “rethink” some of their 
goals and practices. Ken Dowell, A lay 
member of Beverly Hills UMC, has been 
trained to lead churches in this process. 
Ken will be guiding us in our planning 
day. 
 

I believe both Berkley First and Beverly 
Hills UMC would benefit from this vision-
ing day. Leaders and others from both 
churches are invited to this January 8th 
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event. Together we will hear the con-
cepts from Ken and separate we will 
do our planning. I believe our being 
together will create good synergy.   
 

I hope this New Year will bring joy and 
fulfillment to you. Rather than just 
wishing for that, let us resolve to set 
some goals. Being with us on January 
8th will certainly help your church.  

 

David 

New Day… 
continued from page 1        

YOUTH-LED SUNDAY  

JANUARY 30 AT 11:00AM 
 

Last year around this time about 40+ youth coordinated to 
lead an energetic and powerful worship experience for the 
STAGE churches. We will be bringing together our four 
STAGE congregations again—Berkley Methodist, Cana 
Lutheran, Good Shepherd Lutheran, and Greenfield Pres-
byterian for Youth Sunday on January 30th at 11:00am.  

The worship will be organized and led by both STAGE middle and high school 
youth, with a bonus of a huge combined elementary youth choir!  This ecumeni-
cal youth Sunday will be held here at Berkley First United Methodist Church. 

MORE THAN A MOVIE 
NIGHT FOR CHILDREN!  
 
January 21 at 7pm 

  

Join us for a night at the movies right here 
at Berkley First! 
 

Popcorn and drinks will be provided. 
 

If there is a movie you want to see let me 
know and I’ll try and get it! 
 

Sign up (so we have enough snacks) on 
the bulletin by the front doors or email 
Chris at discipleship@berkley1stumc.org. 
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“THE MOUSE” UMW NEWS  Ellen Sutherland 
              

The Interfaith Breakfast was 
held on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8.  Thirty-four ladies from 

the churches in our community attended 
and enjoyed a great breakfast, fellowship 
and entertainment.  Thanks to everyone 
who made this a success. 
 

The Women’s Division of the United Meth-
odist Church earmarks our Pledge to Mis-
sion for direct services, advocacy and re-
source development for mission education 
that support women and children through-

out the world and in our local communi-
ties.  In keeping with this purpose, our unit 
assisted Berkley First’s Mission Project to 
provide four families from our area with a 
Christmas by making a cash donation for 
Christmas dinner. 
 

All women of the church are invited to be-
come a part of UMW.  Our circles meet at 
various times and on different days of the 
month so there’s something for everyone!  
Check the dates below or call Ellen Suth-
erland for more information. 

   Faith Circle    January 17 7:00 pm in the Parlor 

   Friendship Circle  January 18 12:00 noon at Mary Carlson’s 

   Mary Margaret Circle  January 19 10:00 am in the Parlor 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 
January 9  Executive Board immediately after church in the Parlor 

January 23-30  BFUMC hosting South Oakland Shelter 

February 5  A Day Apart for Prayer at Clawson UMC 

February 10  Unit Meeting (6:30 pm refreshments, 7:00 pm meeting begins) 

    Prayer and Self Denial 

    Installation of Officers 

 

 



 

 

FOOD FOR LIFE SHELF 
 

Have you brought any canned food lately for 

the Food for Life shelf?   
 

Hunger is not seasonal, but year-round—and 
not just  in third world countries, but right in our 
own  backyard.  Please help this local mission 
feed the hungry. Everyday this need grows.  
The shelf is  located in the Narthex and is 
“open for business.” 
 

St. John’s food distribution program called 
Open Hands is open on Mondays and Satur-
days. All recipients are registered and must 
prove Oakland County residency. Last year 
over 10,000 people were fed from this site.  
 

Questions regarding the Open Hands   pro-
gram and or the Food for Life shelf can be 
directed to Mary Alice Stucky or Pat Reeves. 
 

S U G G E S T E D  D O N A T I O N S  F O R               
JANUARY:  SOUP,  STEW, CHILI 
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WE NEED YOUR STAMPS! 
Please save your stamps 
from this festive Christmas 

season.  Tear or cut the envelope in half 
and put in the box on the coat rack in the 
upstairs hallway.  This fundraiser helps a 
Leper Colony. 

 

SAVE YOUR PULL-TABS! 
Please save your pull-tabs 
from all your holiday season 
beverage cans for the UMW 
mission project helping the 

American Legion to get pediatric equip-
ment for hospitals.  Place in the con-
tainer above the coat rack in the upstairs 
hallway.  

 

Thank you for your generous 
donations to the SOS toy 
drive.  The toys were given 
to the homeless children in 

the SOS program just before Christmas.  
They were very appreciative! 

 

Thank you to everyone 
who brought in hats, 
gloves, mittens and 
scarves for our mitten 
tree.   
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Yes, someone needs 
help!  And YOU can help 
them.  This international 
symbol of help is also the 

initials for South Oakland Shelter, which 
provides a place for homeless people to 
be out of the cold and be fed and cared 
for at night as they work or look  for 
work during the daytime, so they can 
once again provide these things for 
themselves.   
 

Our church has participated in this mis-
sion annually for many years.  For one 
week, we pick people up from down-
town Royal Oak in the evenings, drive 
them to our church, provide a hot din-
ner, fellowship and a place to sleep and 
then feed them breakfast and hand 
them a sack lunch before driving them 
out to work, school or the shelter offices 
again.  This year we will be hosting the 
shelter from January 23-30th.  
 

What can you do?  The opportunities 
include all the things you would do for 
out of town guests at your own home:  
drive them where they need to go, 
clean, cook, wash, greet and even 
spend time with the guests.  Some 
things you can do for the guests from 
your own home.  Many require your 

presence at church to do them.  Time com-
mitments can be as little as an hour at a 
time, or as much as spending the night.  
There is a bulletin board upstairs, across 
from the coat rack, with more detailed de-
scriptions of each need.  If you will sign up 
under any and all of the services you feel 
you can help with,  a coordinator will call you 
to help you chose which service is most 
needed when, and then you can chose your 
time(s) to serve.  And talk to those who have 
helped in the past.  They will tell you that 
while it took effort, it was one of the most 
rewarding experiences they’ve ever had, and 
some of it was just plain fun! 
 

Matthew 25: 40: “ I assure you that when you 
have done it for the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you have done it for 

me.”     [Common English Bible] 

S.O.S.—PLEASE HELP!                           Nancy Thompson 

Berkley and  

Beyond  

Bulletin Board 
 

There are many events and activities      
happening in the Berkley area. Check out 
the bulletin board by Pastor Husteltine’s  
office to see the latest events. There may be 
something of interest to you! 



 

 

IMPORTANT JANUARY DATES TO REMEMBER 

2—Epiphany Sunday 

5—MOM’s Club  9:30am 

8—Rethinking Church all church planning meeting  9:00am 

10—Newsletter Deadline 

16—Human Relations Day 

17—OFFICE CLOSED 

        Faith Circle  7:30pm 

18—Friendship Circle  12:00pm 

19—Mary Margaret Circle  10:00am 

20—STAGE Jam Session  7:00pm 

23-30—Hosting South Oakland Shelter  (SOS)  

23—Co-operative meeting at BFUMC  2:00pm 

26—Young at Hearts  11:30am 

28—STAGE 1 & 2 Lock-in at Good Shepherd  7:00pm 

30—Youth Sunday  at 11:00am   

        Welcome Inn Fundraiser at FUMC Royal Oak  4:00pm 

31—Ministry Team  7:28pm  
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January 10 

For February Issue 

STAGE 1 
Sundays at 4:30pm 

(no meetings on 1/2 & 1/30) 

 

CAST DINNER PARTY 
Sundays at 6:00pm 

(no meetings on 1/2 & 1/30) 

 

STAGE 2 
Sundays at 6:30pm 

(no meetings on 1/2 & 1/30) 

 

STAGE 2 DROP-IN LUNCH 
Wednesdays at 12:35pm 

(1/12 & 1/26 only) 

 

Choir 
Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

 

MINISTRY TEAM MEETING 

All Ministry Team meetings are 
open to the congregation. The 
next Ministry Team meeting is 

Monday, January 31st at 7:28pm at the 
church. Hope to see you there!  

Note time! 
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NEW STUDY  
FORMING 
 
Some of the most pow-
erful stories from the 
Bible will come alive 
every other Friday night 
beginning February 11th 

through these inspiring selections from 
the writings of Max Lucado. Max provides 
a compelling look at the most high-impact 
moments in the biblical narrative, drawn 
from his previous 20+ years of writing. 
 

At the end of each chapter will be study 
guide questions so the discussion can go 
deeper into scripture. 
 

Extraordinary stories are told about the  
following characters: Mary, Peter, Mat-
thew, Joseph, Nicodemus, Woman at the 
Well, David, Esther, Job, The Samaritan 
Woman, John, Rich Young Man.  
 

Join Steve Wooldridge every other Friday 
evening beginning February 11th at 
6:30pm in the parlor. Sign up on the bulle-
tin board so enough books can be pur-
chased. 

READING GENESIS 
AGAIN FOR THE  

FIRST TIME 
 

Thursdays, January 13-February 17   
7:30pm-9:00pm 

 

Led by Rabbi Joseph Klein 
Temple Emanu-El 

14450 W. 10 Mile Road, Oak Park 
248-967-4020 

 

The Book of Genesis is all too often read and 
taught as “Bible Stories for Children”, when in 
fact the narratives present very sophisticated 
themes, and are carefully crafted literature.  
Rabbi Klein’s six-week class will be a close 
reading and discussion of the texts of Creation, 
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, and Noah 
(chapters 1-6), and The Jacob Narrative (found 
in chapters 25-35).  Please bring your own  
Bibles (the more varied the translations in the 
room, the more interesting the discussion!) 

BIBLE ON BROADWAY 
Sunday, January 30  

 4:00pm 
First United Methodist of 

Royal Oak 
 

Hear music from numerous Biblically based 
Broadway shows from actors and actresses 
that have been in those shows. 
 

Tickets are $15.  Contact the church office. 



 

 

BUDGET REPORT IN BRIEF 
  by Doug Carvell, Treasurer 
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DO YOU NEED A 
RIDE? 
 

The following  people have agreed to help 
you get to and from church. Just give 
them a call and you’ll be on your way! 

Bill and Sherry Descamps  

Mike and Chris Schulte 

 

This is a snapshot of our an-
nual budget as of 11/30/2010. 

 

YTD Income                      $129,594 
YTD Expenses                  $149,867 
YTD Deficit                        -$20,273 
 
Through November we have paid 276% of 
our annual Apportionment obligation.  This 
amounts to paying $8,249 towards our obli-
gation of $30,417.  
                                                      
If you have any questions or would like any 
additional information regarding our budget 
or Apportionment status please contact 
Doug Carvell.  

YOUNG AT HEARTS 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

We will be starting out the 

New Year with a bang.  

Audrey Stephenson has 

arranged for Dr. John Dean, a Dr. of Chiro-

practic Medicine to be with us.  He will  

discuss “Living to be 100”.  This will be a 

gathering where you will need to make 

reservations as he is going to provide 

lunch.  For reservations call Carol Hardt, 

Audrey Stephenson, or Colleen Evans.  

Hope to see you there. 

MOMS CLUB OF 
BERKLEY 
 

The MOMS Club of Berkley 

meets in our church on a regular basis. 

They are a group of women from Berkley 

and the surrounding communities offering 

support for mothers who choose to stay at 

home to raise their children. Their goal is to 

help children in the community and to per-

form service projects throughout the year to 

assist needy children.   

 

They meet the first Wednesday of each 

month at 9:30am in our nursery. Stay-at-

home moms and their children are welcome 

to attend. 
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2—Pam Belecki 

5—Lynn Martin 

6—Dan DeFoe 

11—James Huseltine 

        Chiwei Lee 

14—Eileen Cohen 

15—Nancy Thompson 

17—Art Carlson 

19—Helen Guy 

        Douglas Carvell 

21—Agnes Walden 

        Lois Osis 

25—Jamie McIntyre 

26—Jack Thornton 

31—Sherry Descamps 

 

As always Berkley First has an-
swered the call for those in need.  
Christmas was made brighter 
for four  families in Berkley.  
Thanks again for that. 

- The Mission Team 

A BIG THANKS TO MARCIA STEELE (an  
extended member of the Butka family) 
for her giving of her time and talents to 
refurbish our Christmas wreaths and   
altar arrangements. 

Dear Church Family: 
Thank you so much for all of 
the beautiful Birthday cards, it 
made turning 37 l/2 (that is the 
second time around) so much 
easier.  Love you all. 
Carol Hardt 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

9:30am  Worship Service and Sunday School  

                For Pre-school through High School 

                Nursery provided for infants and toddlers 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web! 

www.berkley1stumc.org 

2820 W. Twelve Mile Road 
PO Box 721155 
Berkley, MI  48072 

Berkley F i rs t  Uni ted 
Methodis t  Church  

Phone: 248-399-3698 
Fax: 248-399-1939 

 


