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Inside this issue: 

Just recently I visited the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts to see the “Rembrandt and 
the Face of Jesus” exhibit. The DIA is 
just one of three art museums that will 
present this amazing collection. This is 
the first time in over 300 years that 
these paintings and prints have been 
together. 
 
What made Rembrandt unique in his 
day was that he painted Jesus to look 
like his Jewish neighbors in Amster-
dam. Besides being Jewish and not 
European, Jesus was drawn as peace-
ful and reflective. The common depic-
tion of Jesus in Rembrandt’s time was 
muscular and heroic, or in agony.  
 
What did Jesus look like? Now one 
knows, we can only guess. My hunch is 
that he looked more like Rembrandt’s 
Jesus than other more familiar pictures.  
 
Jesus once said “as you did it to the 
least of these, so you did it also to me”. 
If we take Jesus at his word, then we 
don’t have to go to the DIA to see the 
face of Jesus. We can see the face of 
Jesus in every person we meet. How 
do we treat others? Do we make a  
special effort to help those in need?   

On February 22nd we begin the    
season of Lent. I invite you to spend 
the 40 days trying to see Jesus in the 
people that cross your path. I bet if we 
see the face of Jesus in others it will 
impact the way we interact with them. 
 

David David David David     
 
 
PS.  “Rembrandt and the Face of  
Jesus” runs until February 15th. If you 
have not seen the exhibit, I encourage 
you to make a trip to the DIA. (Tickets 
are for specific times. It is best to buy 
your tickets in advance)   
 



 

 

Our condolences are 
sent to Bill Barr and his family on the 
passing of Pat in December.  She held 
various offices of our unit, including 
President and Co-Treasurer.  Our unit 
will be dedicating this year’s service to 
mission and programming in Pat’s 
memory.  She will be sorely missed by 
many. 
 
Many hands make light work!  Many 
members of our unit helped make the 
hosting of SOS (South Oakland    
Shelter) a success.  There were 
cooks, cleanup people, overnight 

hosts, drivers and bakers.  Our unit paid for 
the sheets and towels to be picked up, laun-
dered and delivered to the next host church.  
We also made a contribution to the General 
Fund to help pay for the increase in utilities 
during the week. 
Upcoming dates: 

February 5 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
February 15  

Day Circle at 10:30 am in the Parlor  
  

Date to be announced   
Prayer Breakfast / Day Apart for Prayer   

 

Page 2 

  “THE MOUSE” UMW NEWS                 ELLEN SUTHERLAND 

Dear Kevin & Crew, 
 

Thanks again for Christmas breakfast.  
Our residents really loved the eggs, 
sausages, French toast, etc.!  Your    
sacrifice of getting here so early is 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you for 
being faithful servants to Christ/CCSS.  
 

God Bless, 
Rev. Faith Fowler 
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FOOD FOR LIFE SHELF 
(AKA OPEN HANDS PANTRY) 

 

Have you brought any canned food lately for the 

Food for Life shelf?   
 

Hunger is not seasonal, but year-round—and 
not just  in third world countries, but right in our 
own  backyard.  Please help this local mission 
feed the hungry. Everyday this need grows.  
The shelf is  located in the Narthex and is “open 
for business.” 
 

St. John’s food distribution program called Open 
Hands is open on Mondays and Saturdays. All 
recipients are registered and must prove     
Oakland County residency. Last year over 
10,000 people were fed from this site.  
 

Questions regarding the Open Hands program 
and or the Food for Life shelf can be directed 
to Mary Alice Stucky or Pat Reeves. 
 

SUGGESTED DONATIONS FOR FEBRUARY:    
CEREAL, INCLUDING OATMEAL 

CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTMMMMAAAAS S S S 
GGGGIIIIFFFFTTTTSSSS    

 

I wish all of you could 
have been there to 

see the joy on the faces of our adopted 
families.  They all were so appreciative.  
The Berkley Coat Closet was also able 
to give coats boots, and hats for two of 
those families that we gave gifts to.  
 

Gerald & Nancy Butka delivered gifts to 
a mom and daughter who lived in an 
apartment on Lincoln and did not have 
transportation.  A special thanks to 
them.  Again, you have all come 
through again and made Christmas 
possible for three families in need. 
 

Thank you again! 

New Address?  
New phone 
number? 

The Directory is 
being updated 

for 2012.   
Please let the 
office know of 
any changes. 
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BERKLEY COAT CLOSET                                              JANE CARVELL 

While the Berkley Coat Closet       
remains open for business 
through the winter, the flurry of 
requests for coats, boots and 
snow pants that began in mid 
November has finally calmed.    
 

Thanks to the generosity of 
our members and families in 
the community, 35 coats, 33 pairs of 
boots, and 18 snow pants were distrib-
uted to families in need throughout the 
Berkley school district.  As with any 
new endeavor, we learned a few things 
along the way and will probably make a 
few changes for next year.  Yes, this is 
a mission we plan to continue! 
 

Here are the people that helped get 
this new ministry off the ground and 
kept it going in November and  Decem-
ber: 

Ellen Sutherland, Jen and 
Nancy  Bu tka ,  Ju d y 
Bridgland, Pat Reeves, 
Chris Schulte, Cristin Gra-
ham, Sue Anderson, Kristin 
Koch and Joe McGee.    
These are the folks who 
installed our shelving, inter-
faced with the school dis-

trict, distributed collection boxes, met 
with clients, shopped for boots, 
washed coats, inventoried the winter 
gear and kept track of it on a spread 
sheet.  What a team! 
 

Many thanks to all of you who brought 
in a coat, or a pair of boots, or made a 
financial contribution to the Berkley 
Coat Closet.   All of the families     
receiving winter wear expressed their 
gratitude for this ministry.   Now they 
are just waiting for some snow…  

Berkley First is the official March sponsor for the Wednesday Drop-in 
Lunch youth program.  STAGE is in need of donations of paper products, 
bottled water, and desserts all month to offset the cost.  There are only 3      
Wednesdays in March but we’re currently serving about 45-50                
high-schoolers each week! Contact Nathan: stageyouth@gmail.com if you 
are interested in volunteering or would like to be a lead chef on one 

Wednesday!  Help is greatly appreciated! 
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STAKEHOLDER’S FUNDRAISER 
This summer’s mission trip to New Orleans 
is the first time STAGE has ever traveled 
more than 600 miles away or come       
together with 35,000 other youth from 
around the country at the ELCA National 
Gathering in New Orleans.  The cost per 
student is much greater than a typical 
year, and your support is that much more 
important.  The financial burden does not 
rest solely on the parents because we are 
all stakeholders in the leadership and faith 
development of our church’s youth. 
 

Find the STAKEHOLDER poster in the 
church and place a sticker on the 
(minimum) amount you pledge to the 
STAGE youth to support their mission trip 
to the National Gathering. 
 

Take an addressed envelope to mail or 
drop-off your donation.  Include your name 
and mailing address and in July you’ll   
receive a postcard from a STAGE youth in 
New Orleans! 
 

Keep the invitation found inside the enve-
lope so you and a guest remember to 
come to the STAKEHOLDER’S DINNER 
on September 30 where the youth group 
will serve a meal and share stories from 
their summer. 

COFFEEHOUSE CAMPFIRE  
WITH JETTY RAE 

Sunday, February 26 at 6-8:00pm  
at the Coffee Beanery in Berkley 

 
STAGE takes over the Coffee Beanery for a 
cool two-part evening starting with camp 
songs and leading up to an intimate     con-
cert with singer/songwriter Jetty Rae who 
recently shared the stage with Sarah 
McLachlan, Miranda Lambert and Courtyard 
Hounds at Lilith Fair in Detroit.  Listen to her 
at:  www.jettyrae.com 
 

All smoothies and other drinks are        dis-
counted this night, but there will be a free 
will offering (recommended $5) for the mu-
sic.  All ages welcome. 
 

SUPER BOWL PARTIES 
February 5 at 6:00pm 

Please bring a snack or beverage to share!  
Locations to be announced soon. 

 
STAGE 1 WINTER RETREAT 

February 24-25 
 

COMING MARCH 16! 
Soup & Salad Fundraiser 

 at Greenfield Presbyterian 



 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT FEBRUARY DATES TO REMEMBER 
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1—MOM’s Club  9:30am 
5—STAGE Super Bowl Parties  6:00pm 
6—STAGE Caffeine & Christ at Coffee Beanery  6:00pm  
10—Newsletter Deadline 
12—STAGE 1  4:30pm 
        Cast Dinner Party 6:00pm 
        STAGE 2  6:30pm 
20—STAGE Caffeine & Christ at Coffee Beanery  6:00pm  
22—Ash Wednesday 
24 & 25—STAGE 1 Winter Retreat 
26—Coffeehouse Campfire with Jetty Rae at Coffee Beanery  6:00pm  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
28—Leadership Board Meeting 7:28pm 
29—Young at Hearts  11:30am 

STAGE 2 DROP-IN LUNCH  
Wednesdays at 12:35pm  

 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesdays at 7:15pm 
 

MORE BAD GIRLS OF THE BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesdays at 7:00pm 
 

BIBLE STUDY AT BHUMC 
Thursdays at 7:15pm 
 



 

 

BUDGET REPORT IN BRIEF 
  by Doug Carvell, Treasurer 
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DO YOU NEED A 
RIDE? 
 

The following  people have agreed to help 
you get to and from church. Just give 
them a call and you’ll be on your way! 

Bill and Sherry Descamps  
Mike and Chris Schulte 

This is a snapshot of our   
annual budget as of 
12/31/2011. 

YTD Income                        $139,849 
YTD Expenses                    $152,087 
YTD Deficit                          -$12,1238 
 

Through December we have paid 18% of our 
annual Apportionment obligation. This 
amounts to paying $5,248.50 towards our     
obligation of $28,907.  
                                                      
If you have any questions or would like any 
additional information regarding our budget 
or Apportionment status please contact 
Doug Carvell.  

MOMS CLUB OF 
BERKLEY 

 
The MOMS Club of Berkley meets in our 
church on a regular basis. They are a group 
of women from Berkley and the surrounding 
communities offering support for mothers 
who choose to stay at home to raise their 
children. Their goal is to help children in the 
community and to perform service projects 
throughout the year to assist needy chil-
dren.   
 
They meet the first Wednesday of each 
month at 9:30am in our nursery. Stay-at-
home moms and their children are welcome 
to attend. 

  FEBRUARY 10 



 

 

Page 9 VOLUME 21  ISSUE 

YOUNG AT HEARTS 
 
February 29, 2012           
at 11:30am with lunch at 
12:00pm 

We will be trying something new.  We 
will be playing bingo.  Prizes?  Prizes 
will be “WHITE ELEPHANT” gifts.  
What is a white elephant?  It is one of 
those treasures you have in your home 
that you really do not want or do not 
need any longer.  This is the opportu-
nity to get rid of some of the treasures 
you have laying around.  Nothing    
expensive—just wrap it or put it in a gift 
bag.  You will be able to choose which 
one you would like and if you are the 
winner of that game, you’ll get the 
chance to pick which gift you would like 
(sight unseen).  So, clean out some of 
your treasures (?) and bring a sand-
wich.  Dessert and beverages will be 
provided.  We hope to see you there. 

Colleen Evans 

Audrey Stephenson 

Carol Hardt 

February 22 
Greenfield Presbyterian 

Church 
 

6:30pm  Soup Meal 
7:00pm  Time for Meditation 

7:15pm  Service of Ashes and Communion 
 

This service is geared for the whole family.  
Child care will be available. 

 
We begin the Lenten Season with a commu-
nity service at Greenfield Presbyterian.  A 
simple soup supper will be served at 6:30 
pm.  The service begins at 7:00 pm, is inter-
generational, hands on, and reflective.  We 
will consider 5 images of Lent: hardness of 
heart, spring cleaning, God’s unshakeable 
love even in the midst of trouble, repentance, 
and giving up something in order to take on 
a Lenten discipline (saying no to say yes). 
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2—Carl Stephenson 
      Stephanie Jackson 
4—Matthew Butka 
6—Blanche Hoffman 
      Timothy Hock 
7—Vickie Johnson 
9—Michael Koch 
10—Kristin Koch 
12—Bill Barr 
14—Barbara Hardt 
16—Abigail Nash 
17—Jill Mahrle 
18—Eileen Wardrope 
        Lily Yee 
21—Debra Carlson 
22—Ken Barrett 
23—Cristin Graham 
24—Eula Fyke 
25—David Osburn 
28—Charles Austin 
        Nancy Butka 

15—James & Arlene Huseltine 
18—Michael & Christine Schulte 

Dear Berkley First, 
 

We are all so grateful for what you 

have been and meant to our 

mother (and wife).  She was so 

very proud to be a member of your 

church, and I know she will be 

hovering near and blessing you 

every time you gather.  Please 

continue to be the brave and     

loving Christians you are! 

 

For Pat’s Family, 

Susan Bock 

 

Pat Barr 
May 4, 1925—December 26, 2011 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

9:30am  Worship Service and Sunday School  
                For Pre-school through High School 
                Nursery provided for infants and toddlers 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

We’re on the Web! 

www.berkley1stumc.org 

2820 W. Twelve Mile Road 
PO Box 721155 
Berkley, MI  48072 

Berkley F i rs t  Uni ted 
Methodis t  Church  

Phone: 248-399-3698 
Fax: 248-399-1939 

Place label here 


